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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from Review of Paley s Moral Philosophy Philosophy with
him aspires to no more exalted-function than to explain the theory upon which practical rules depend. It is
simply the antithesis of art. Hence his definition - Moral Philosophy is that science which teaches men their duty
and the reasons of it. It is related to life, as the science of agriculture to the business of the farmer, or the
science of navigation to the business of a sailor. It prescribes rules, and tells us why they should be observed. Its
end or oFice being thus exclusively practical, be proceeds to show the importance of such a science, by
exposing the inadequacy of the rules that men are likely to adopt for the regulation of their conduct, if not
instructed by philosophy. This is done in the first five chapters of the first book. These rules he makes to be the
law of honour, the law of the land and the Scriptures. To these may be added conscience; for, although Dr.
Paley does not formally mention it as a rule, in connection with the others, it is clear, from his chapter upon it,
that he contemplated it in that light, and regarded it as no less defective than the laws of honour, of the land
and of the Scriptures.) There are certainly men who profess to be governed by the dictates of conscience; and if
these dictates are an adequate and perfect rule of life, there is no use, according to Dr. Paley s conception of its
oFice, of such a science as Moral Philosophy. His vindication, accordingly, of the science which he proposes to
expound, implies...
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