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built a small fire, roasted it and ate every bit of the precious
morsel without our knowledge. Sunday morning came bright
and clear, with a fine breeze on the bay. Shoalwater bay is
rightly named, for when the tide is out thousands of acres of
sand bottom are exposed to view. We had noticed a number of
big lazy ducks swimming out in the bay some distance from
snore, but as our ammunition was all gone we had no way of
killing them. I noticed that when the tide went out some of
them were left in the pools and on the sands, apparently
awaiting the return of high water. It was moulting time for
them, though we did not then know it. I told the colonel that I
believed I could catch one of these clucks, but he only laughed
at the idea....
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