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Bibliogov, United States, 2013. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 246 x 189 mm. Language: English . Brand New
Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Management of civilian radioactive waste has posed difficult issues for
Congress since the beginning of the nuclear power industry in the 1950s. Although federal policy is based on the
premise that nuclear waste can be disposed of safely, new storage and disposal facilities have frequently been
held up by concerns about safety, health, and the environment. Civilian radioactive waste ranges from the
highly radioactive spent fuel from nuclear power plants to the far-less-radioactive uranium mill tailings that
result from the processing of uranium ore. Most of the debate over civilian waste disposal focuses on spent fuel
and on low level waste from nuclear power plants, medical institutions, civilian research facilities, and industry.
The Nuclear Waste Policy Act of 1982 (NWPA) calls for disposal of spent nuclear fuel in a repository in a deep
geologic formation that is unlikely to be disturbed for thousands of years. NWPA established an office in the
Department of Energy (DOE) to develop such a repository and required the program s civilian costs to be
covered by a fee on nuclear-generated electricity, paid into the Nuclear Waste Fund. Amendments to NWPA in
1987 restricted DOE s repository site studies to Yucca Mountain in Nevada. DOE is studying numerous.
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