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indexed. Not illustrated. 1917 Excerpt: .the moneys devoted to these purposes were applied to the best
advantage. Thus Mr. Robert Chalmers, one of the principal clerks in the Treasury, that is, one of the officials
through whom control over expenditures is exercised by the Treasury, when asked the question: Now | want to
ask you a question with regard to the Accounting Officers of the Departments over which you exercise control.
To what extent are they financial controllers, or financial officers exercising power in the interests of financial
control? replied: They undoubtedly do act very much indeed in the direction of financial control. We
undoubtedly look to the Accountant General of the Army and the Accountant General of the Navy as the people
inside the Department Report of., ., Committee whose disposition is towards economy, and who do scru-tinise
expenditure to see that the money expended is ex-pended to the best advantage; and | believe if you inquire
from the Accountants General of the Army and Navy, you will find that that is a very considerable portion of
their work, and that they understand it to be within the scope of their duty. 1 Regarding the fact that the
accounting officer is directly responsible for the management of the financial affairs of his Treasury
department, and that this responsibility is a real and not a Describing nominal one and cannot be shifted to the
shoulders of subordi-Dutiei nates, the Treasury Minute of August 14, 1872, through which 1 Report of
Committee...
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