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THE PHILOSOPHY OF LOKAYATA: A REVIEW AND RECONSTRUCTION

Motilal Banarsidass Publishers Pvt. Ltd., New Delhi, India, 2013. Hardcover. Book Condition: New. Dust Jacket
Condition: New. First Edition. The Carvaka/Lokayata darsana is found to have a notable place in the classical
Indian philosophical tradition. Its reference is found in the earliest sources like the Vedas/Upanisads, the
Buddhist suttas, the Jaina treatises, the Ramayana and the Mahabharata, inclusive of some puranic and sastric
works. It goes without saying that, by and large, such references mostly present a very negative and damaging
account of the Carvaka point of view. From such sources, certain aphorisms (sutras)are cited as the
composition of the founder of the Carvaka darsana, Brhaspati. It is needless to point out that the philosophy of
Carvaka has been dealt with a cursory treatment in traditional Indian philosophical literature. Even in modern
writings, there are (barring few exceptions) not much philosophical probing to bring to focus the logical
foundation of the Carvaka point of view. Paucity of original source-material is, of course, an impediment for
such investigation. But, nevertheless, attempts have been made by few researchers to present a viable account
of the Carvaka stand, scanning out the unsound filthy observations, especially made by the opponents. From
the available source-materials, it is found that the Carvakas have some points to oEer with regard to the major
issues like knowledge, belief, dogma, the concept of God, soul and morality in the socio-human empirical
framework. The author has made an eEort to analyze the issues in the light of the Carvakian standpoint. To
him it appears that the reading of materialism in respect of the philosophy of Carvaka definitely needs
reconsideration. In the present work, he has placed his reasons against the materialistic rendering of the
Carvaka stand.Printed Pages: 144.
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