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Original publisher: Carlisle, Pa. : Strategic Studies Institute, U. S. Army War College, 2009 OCLC Number:
(OCoLC)495786535 Subject: Strategy -- Study and teaching. Excerpt: . . . purpose and instrument. In principle,
tactical behavior should not be strictly self-referential, as it were autistic, because then it must lack the very
political meaning that defines it as warfare in war. In these pages, I shall advance the thesis that both the theory
and the practice of strategy need to be taught, insofar as they can be, because an education in strategy must
encompass ideas and the application of those ideas as plans that have to be implemented by command
performance. All of the dots need to be connected, from strategys general theory to the tactical doing of a
strategy at any and every level of warfare, in any and every kind of 9 war. Unarguably, the meaning of the
word strategy has altered, by and large it has become ever more inclusive up the logical and command
hierarchy, since the late 18th century. Scholars can argue and have argued about the linguistic provenance of
our contemporary usage of 10 the word. What matters is that we should not confuse ourselves, and that we
should be inoculated by sound strategic education against false doctrines, faddish concepts, ephemerally
fashionable buzzwords, and the chaotic and inconsistent ( mis ) use of language. Any definition of strategy
unambiguously must convey the idea that it is about directing and using something to achieve a selected
purpose. Extant definitions abound, and many of them have a distinctive merit. For the purpose of this
discussion for the intended audience for this monograph, I choose to define ( military ) strategy as the direction
and...
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